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Welcome to the Autumn 2017 edition of
The Cat’s Whiskers.
We hope you enjoy reading this edition. 
Maybe you read our summer magazine, or 
perhaps this is the first time you have seen this 
new magazine. Thank you to all those who 
have contributed to this edition with articles, 
pictures or advertisements.
Our front cover picture features my cat Belle 
who has been with us for about 18 months 
now. She settled in very quickly after being 

brought home from the Shropshire Cat Rescue 
shelter where she had been, with her brother 
and sister, for a short time during which she 
had been spayed. We were told that she 
should be the only cat in the household, which 
suits our circumstances. Belle is three years old 
and enjoys being outside and climbing trees.
David Bates.
Magazine Editor.

Disclaimer: The information contained within The Cat’s Whiskers we believe to be correct at the time of going to press. 
No responsibility can be accepted for any errors or omissions.  The features in this publication are intended as guidelines 

only. The businesses and products advertised in this publication are in no way endorsed by the Charity
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Marion Micklewright, Shelter Manager.

As the summer began, work 
experience started and we had a 
great first week. Meg Rigby, a pupil 
from Priory School in Shrewsbury, 
is very used to shelter life as she 
volunteers with her mum on a 
Monday evening. But this was a 
different experience with different 
volunteers each day and new 
experiences to learn. Becky and Erin 
joined us the second week, two 
fifteen year old girls, both from Mary 
Webb School, and straight away 
got stuck in with the daily tasks of 
looking after our purring friends. By 
the end of the week both said they 
would like to return and Becky left 
with her hands full, a little kitten in 
tow.
The third week brought us a group 
of four from Church Stretton, all 
fifteen year olds, two girls and two 
boys: Reece, Jack, Molly and Megan. 
Jack was already familiar with us as 

he comes on a Sunday as part of the 
Duke of Edinburgh volunteering 
scheme. Again all four learnt the 
ropes and were a great help to 
the volunteers. A special mention 
to Molly, who put in some extra 
attention to a frightened and quite 
nasty feral kitten, nicknamed Fergle; 
this was one tough kitten, but by 
Wednesday Molly had stroked him, 
by Friday he was asleep on her lap 
– a great achievement. Fergle will 
hopefully go off to his forever home 
in the not-too-distant future.
We would like to give a big thank 
you to all the work experience 
students bringing the community 
closer to the rescue home and a 
special thank you to John Coles, 
who is running our Work Experience 
programme and ensuring that our 
students have a fun and interesting 
experience.

Kittens, kittens, kittens everywhere: in the Nursery, 
the Hospital, Staff Room, the Meet and Greet 
Room and even in the ponies’ stable. The sick, the 
injured, the frightened, the small and the weak 
all sharing several common factors – they are 
unwanted, unvaccinated, infested with fleas and/
or other parasites, hungry and desperate for our 
help. Bringing in the pregnant and nursing cats has 
always been our top priority in the summer months 
especially when they are in significant danger, 
whether it be from other animals, dangerous 
locations, rough children or cruel adults.
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In June we received a desperate 
plea for help from the Land Rover 
garage in Battlefield. A feral mum 
had managed to enter a storeroom 
and have kittens. The reason for 
the urgent call was that the mum 
had not been seen for over 24 
hours and two tiny kittens were 
left abandoned. Time was of the 
essence and upon arriving at the 
site, I recognised that the kittens 
were around five weeks old but were 
on the brink of collapse; they were 
dehydrated, limp and put up no 
resistance to being picked up and 
put into a carrier.  Back at the shelter, 
I injected them under the skin with 

fluids and made them a sloppy, 
warm meal of highly palatable 
recovery food. I combed out the 
fleas, removed the ticks from their 
fur and put them on a heated pad. 
The pair, a brother and sister, pulled 
through and after much hissing 
from the little boy, they both found 
a home together. Unfortunately, we 
have now received another call from 
Land Rover to say that the mother 
cat has been found, along with two 
more kittens – hopefully we will be 
able to trap, neuter and return the 
mother cat and if the two kittens 
aren’t too feisty, we may be able to 
rehome them as domestic pets.

Our weather is so changeable and 
so unpredictable that we have to be 
prepared for all scenarios. The recent 
mini heatwaves came upon us with a 
vengeance; heaters went off and the 
windows were opened. An appeal 

went out for “cool pads”, gel filled 
pads of varying sizes that cool down 
when pressure is applied. Our appeal 
was met and one of our volunteers 
donated a bag full of the precious 
pads which were laid out in as many 
pens as we could. So impressed 
by the effectiveness of the pads 
was I that when I discovered that 
there was a human form available, I 
purchased one and have not looked 
back as now I sleep on a cold pillow 
– bliss!

Meet two of our Resident Free Rangers

Magda (age not known)
Magda is a very friendly moggy, she adores 
having attention and likes sleeping in the 
staff room. Magda hates being groomed

Pebbles (aged 16 yrs)
We had plans for Pebbles to live in the 
Retirement Village but Pebbles had other 
ideas, she enjoys being able to come and go 
as she wishes, she can often be found hanging 
out with Magda, Megan and Blackie.
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Forthcoming Events
Shropshire Cat Rescue will be represented at the following events. Please 
come and support us and say “hello” to our amazing fundraisers and 
outreach workers.

8th September - Charity Market
Bailey Head, Oswestry, 8.30am - 2.30pm

11th November - Pets at Home
Shrewsbury, 1.30pm - 3.30pm

7th October - Pets at Home
Shrewsbury, 1.30pm - 3.30pm

25th November - Christmas Fayre
Memorial Hall, Oswestry, 9.30am - 1pm

14th October - Table Top Sale
The Memorial Hall, Oswestry, 
9.30am - 12.30pm

1st December - Oswestry Christmas Live
Bailey Head, Oswestry, 6pm - 9pm

20th October - 2nd December 
Christmas Charity Card Shop
St Mary’s Church, Shrewsbury

9th December - Pets at Home
Shrewsbury, 1.30pm- 3.30pm

Keep up to date about events and other news at
www.shropshirecatrescue.org.uk,    @Shropshirecatrescue or

@shropscatrescue @bigPURRproject

A big thank you…
To the fundraisers and outreach workers who have worked hard at our 
events.  The team in Oswestry have raised over £800 since March and our 
events team raised £300 at the Shrewsbury Carnival and £200 at the Pet Day 
held in the Quarry, Shrewsbury. Congratulations!

We are delighted to announce that 
Shropshire Cat Rescue has been 
chosen by the Abbey Foregate 
Sainsbury’s Local store as their 
Charity of the Year.
Sainsbury’s want to make as big 
an impact as possible in local 
communities. Every year they work 
together with their customers and 
colleagues to support a local cause 

at the heart of the community.  The 
partnership lasts for the whole year 
and includes a range of support 
initiatives  such as awareness-
raising and fundraising in store, 
volunteering and donations.
We are looking forward to working 
with the staff at the Abbey Foregate 
Sainsbury’s Local store over the next 
year.

Local Charity of the Year
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Pleased to meet you…
By Rose Laird, Volunteer.

“What’s that strange noise coming 
from pen 3?” I thought. As I went to 
investigate I saw Leonardo’s head in 
the opening of the pen ventilation 
window instead of using the cat 
flap – he had comically tried to 
show off and got himself in a right 
pickle. We quickly lifted him out of 
his embarrassing situation. His sister 
was in the same pen making a right 
racket as well, and we soon got him 
down to get some sympathy from 
her. He was a bit embarrassed but 
no harm done. Just another day at 
Shropshire Cat Rescue!
A couple of years ago, when our 
lovely cat died we had a big bag full 
of speciality food hardly touched, 
so I emailed SCR to see if they could 
make use of it. The email I received 
back was so touching that when 
I found myself with time on my 
hands after finishing work, I decided 
I would spend a day volunteering 
for them. Little did I know I would 
soon be spending a few days a week 
doing a variety of things!
Firstly, the office – so many phone 
calls, so many cats need rehoming 
for all kinds of reasons. Owners in 
distress calling to say, “Help, my 
lovely Puss has gone missing!” 
Showing people round, re-homing 
cats, admitting new cats. It’s all go 
and never a dull moment.
Secondly the shop in Roushill Bank. 
People often say, “What a lovely 
little shop and friendly volunteers.” 
We have our regulars that come to 
see us and provide treats for the 
cats and even occasionally for us 
humans. They love the music and 
sometimes are heard singing along 

whilst browsing! We get some lovely 
donations, you never know what 
you may come across – we’ve had 
Pandora jewellery, Jimmy Choo 
shoes, Radley handbags, and Hunter 
Wellies, to name just a few! We get 
the occasional update from people 
who have adopted cats from us 
telling us how Puss is doing, which 
is always nice to hear. After a busy 
day, we sometimes have nights out 
which start with a glass of wine after 
the shop has closed.
I also volunteer at events that we 
attend, like the Carnival, Minsterley 
Show, the Pet Rescue Day and the 
Flower Show in the Quarry.  These 
are great ways of raising awareness 
(and money) for the cause.
I have met many new friends and I 
am proud to volunteer for SCR and 
want to convey the message that all 
the money we raise goes to looking 
after the cats. No one gets paid!
I really enjoy my time with 
Shropshire Cat Rescue – maybe you 
would to?

Volunteers take pride in making the shop look attractive



Shropshire Cat Rescue 
Volunteer vacancies

Event Fundraisers
2 hours per week, flexible, working from home or the Shelter. Experienced event 
organisers required to work with our team of willing volunteers to come up with 
fundraising ideas and lead the team to make money for our charity.

Grant Fundraiser
2 hours per week, flexible, working from home or the Shelter. Experience in 
grant applications preferable but not essential. Researching online any potential 
benefactors and completing relevant application forms on behalf the charity.

Shelter Assistant
Sunday morning 9.00am to 1.00pm or Sunday evenings 4.00pm to 7.00pm working 
at the Shelter. Cleaning, feeding and medicating the cats, kittens and other animals 
in our care.  Must be over 18 and prepared to work hard. 

For more information about any of the vacancies, contact the Shelter on 01743 872857 or 
info@shropshirecatrescue.org.uk
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Kitten Club
Welcome to Kitten Club! These pages are just for kids. Have fun!

Maze
Mickey wants his dinner, but he needs your help to get through this maze. 
Help him find his way!

Joke time!

Q: Did you hear about the cat who swallowed a ball of yarn?
A: She had a litter of mittens!

Q: What is the cat’s favourite TV show?
A: The evening mews!

Did you know?
There are over 500 million pet 
cats in the world! That’s one for 
every 14 people!

Did you know?
Cats sleep 13 to 14 hours a day.
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Marlene’s Story
By Tabitha Palacio Sleeman (age 10)

On 29th of May 2014, as a result of 
a phone call from a member of the 
public, a lady from the Shropshire 
Cat Rescue found a cat and five 
really weak kittens in a shed. They 
were taken into the vets and spent a 
night there as there was no room in 
the cat rescue. The next morning the 
family went into SCR and were put 
into the hospital because they were 
weak through lack of food.
The mother was also very weak and 
missing lots of fur, the vet thought 
this was because she had fed her 
kittens but hadn’t had much food 
herself. The whole family needed 
lots of care and attention.
When they were stronger they were 
moved into the kitten area. Soon the 
5 kittens were adopted but Marlene, 
the mother, stayed in the rescue till 
August. I was very surprised when 
I came home from staying with my 
grandparents one day and found 

that my parents had adopted her 
without telling me. We all loved her 
and she settled in and made friends 
with our other cat Archie and she’s 
now top girl in our house.
Marlene is a happy, playful, but 
gentle cat who loves carrying 
clothes, frogs and especially socks! 
But, without SCR and your 
donations, we wouldn’t have 
Marlene.

Marlene when Tabitha’s 

family adopted her.

Marlene this year, nicely 

settled in.

Art Corner
We love seeing 
drawings sent in by 
kids! Here’s a fantastic 
picture of Angus by 
Bethan, aged 8.

Do you want to share your story or your artwork? Have you 
heard a great cat joke you think will have us rolling around 
laughing? We would particularly love to see Christmas-
themed submissions for the December issue, so if you have 
a drawing of your cat at Christmas or a story or poem about 
a Christmas cat, please send it in!

Send any contributions to Magazine Kitten Club, 
Shropshire Cat Rescue, Windy Ridge, Lyth Hill Road, 
Bayston Hill, Shrewsbury, SY3 0AU or email them to 
scrkittenclub@gmail.com We cannot guarantee that all 
submissions will be published.
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Win!
Win 2 Action passes to Climbing the Walls worth £75 each

Climbing the Walls is a state of the 
art climbing centre in Battlefield, 
Shrewsbury. Visit them online at 

www.climbingthewalls.club

Poppies Pet Blankets are 
personalised with your pet’s 

name, and handmade in 
England. Visit the website at 

www.poppiespetblankets.com

Question 1: Who is the resident hotel cat at Milebrook House 
Hotel in the article “I’ll have the Pilchards Please”?

Question 2: What feature of the Big PURR Project is focused 
on in this edition?

Win a personalised pet blanket

To win, simply read our magazine and answer the questions. Send your name, 
address, telephone number and email address along with your answers to 
scrcontest@gmail.com. Alternatively, post your answers to SCR Autumn 2017 
Competition, Windy Ridge, Lyth Hill Road, Bayston Hill, Shrewsbury, SY3 0AU. The 
closing date for entries is 31st October 2017. All correct answers received by the 
closing date will be entered into a draw and the winners notified within 4 weeks. We 
will include the winners’ names in the next edition of the magazine.
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Alice Leiper, Associate Editor, 
describes the launch of The Cat’s 
Whiskers magazine.
Now that autumn has taken hold, 
with crisp air and crisper leaves, 
it might be easy to forget June’s 
heatwave, but it’s fresh in my mind: 
on Sunday 18th of June, I drove the 
half hour to Bayston Hill with my air 
conditioning on full and parked in 
a church car park. There I and a few 
other people I’d never met before 
climbed into a minibus, bonding 
over the heat, for the last leg of the 
journey to the Shropshire Cat Rescue 
Shelter.
I was at the Shelter for a very special 
reason: the launch of The Cat’s 
Whiskers. After weeks of work by 
numerous contributors, the glossy 
new magazine was finally ready, and 
the launch was my first opportunity 
to see it in print. As well as a copy 
of the magazine, I soon found some 
familiar faces, and introductions to 
new ones, under the marquee that 
had been erected on the rear lawn. 
To my relief and delight, there was 
also a selection of cold drinks.

Both humans and cats had the same 
way of coping with the heat: while 
we clustered in the shade of the 
marquee and picnic table umbrellas, 
the cats of the adjacent Retirement 
Village claimed the shadows of 
bushes and huts to lounge in, the 
only motion the occasional flick of 
an ear or tail. The other side of the 
fence was only marginally more 
active, at least until the food arrived: 
beautifully-presented canapés 
followed by indulgent pastries.

Magazine Launch
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When Shrewsbury’s Mayor, Jane 
Mackenzie, arrived, shelter manager 
Marion Micklewright introduced 
her to those gathered under the 

marquee. Marion then gave a 
short speech thanking everyone 
for attending and expressing the 
importance of the magazine for 
raising awareness of all that the 
shelter does. She then called the 
magazine team to the front to 
introduce us, before concluding the 
presentation by announcing that a 
short video about the charity’s work 
was available to view in the staff 
room.
It was a wonderful afternoon, and 
a pleasure to meet so many people 
excited by the opportunity to 
support Shropshire Cat Rescue – as 

you can see from the photos. We 
would like to thank everyone who 
attended, in particular Mayor Jane 
Mackenzie and Patron Jim Hawkins. 
For food, we would like to thank 
Louise Fletcher for canapés and 
Alison Jones of La Bonne Parisienne 
for the pastries, and for drinks our 
thanks go to Charles Marine. Simon 
Trifunovic of Shrewsbury locksmith 
St Locks drove us between the 
church car park and the shelter, 
in a minibus provided by Bayfield 
Vehicle Hire, assisted by Alan Miller. 
The photographer was Chris Wright, 
Director of Photography at Helter 
Skelter Studios. Thank you all.
All photographs by Chris Wright of Helter Skelter 
Studios.
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I feel very honoured to volunteer at 
the Shelter and in particular being 
in the Moggies Retirement Village. 
There are so many cats to have 
hugs and kisses and most are pretty 
tolerant of being smothered with 
affection. 
There are lots of Open Days on a 
Saturday throughout the summer 
and volunteers give up their time so 
that visitors can be shown around. 
The atmosphere in the Moggies 
Retirement Village is very relaxed 
and most of the residents love all the 
attention and welcome all the treats 
from our visitors. The Village consists 
of six cottages and a summerhouse. 
The beauty of this arrangement 
is that it enables all moggies to 
choose where they wish to sleep. 
Often, they stay in the same cottage 
while others prefer to sleep in the 
summerhouse as they like to have 
more company. 

 There are a couple of moggies who 
prefer to keep their distance so we 
always respect their wishes. There 
is a sign at the entrance to remind 
visitors attending the Moggies 
Retirement Village that we have 
some residents who may scratch. 
These cats are very easy to identify 
as they have red collars. Luckily 
these are very few.
You can sponsor the Moggies 
Retirement Village. It costs £50 
per year. Look on pages 19 to 21 
for more information or you can 
download or request the Retirement 
Village leaflet on the website at
www.shropshirecatrescue.org.uk
For further information or to arrange 
a visit to the Retirement Village, 
please email
info@shropshirecatrescue.org.uk
We look forward to hearing from 
you.

Village Life
By Karen Wainwright, Volunteer

Introducing our new Villagers

Photographs by Karen Wainwright and Marion Micklewright

Missy Tiggs Maddie
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A Treasure In Our Community
by Phoebe Sargesson Jones, regular SCR shop customer

As soon as you walk into the 
Shropshire Cat Rescue shop on 
Roushill Bank, you are greeted with 
warm smiles and a comforting 
atmosphere. It is apparent why so 
many people see the SCR shop as a 
community hub. In the time I spent 
wandering the almost bursting 
shelves and clothing rails, which 
were full of beautiful trinkets, 
antiques and a wide variety of 
clothing styles, I heard customers 
talking about what they were 
purchasing or about the cats at the 
rescue centre. The shop creates 
bonds with people who may never 
meet again, but mutual admiration 
for the charity and an opportunity 
to grab a bargain brings them 
all together to support such an 
important cause.
Regulars are treated like old friends 
and welcomed with a hug and a 
kind word. Volunteers often act as 
a kind of support to some of the 
customers: a shoulder to lean on, a 
listening ear, or just a friendly face 
when they need it. In many ways, 
SCR is not just a life line for the cats, 
but for cat lovers as well. I spoke 
to some of the regulars who say 
that the staff in the shop are very 
friendly and approachable, and 
it’s plain to see that they all care 
about what is going on in each 
other’s lives. Length of service of 
the current volunteers ranges from 
a few months to five years, so many 
of them feel the regulars are almost 
like extended family. Volunteers 
and customers alike care about the 
animals the charity rescues and are 

immensely proud of the work that 
takes place in the shop, and the 
Shelter.
Customers are very diverse, from 
the elderly to teenagers, and all in 
search of special items to treasure. 
My brother comes home with arms 
full of big jumpers, with bold and 
bright patterns many teenagers 
and young people would buy from 
a vintage shop, where as he and 
his friends race to the second floor 
of the SCR to dig through the sale 
to find the perfect item they are 
looking for. The differences between 
the regular loyal customers gives 
the Shropshire Cat Rescue a unique 
buzz, and keeps the donations 
varied. I found some beautiful 1930s 
postcards and amazing 1980s style 
print shirts. The volunteers are 
overwhelmed with the kindness 
from donators. They are always 
extremely grateful, knowing that 
all money raised from sales goes to 
helping the cats at the Shelter.
Once you leave the shop after 
being waved goodbye to, you walk 
back into the hustle and bustle of 
the high street, thinking about the 
wonderful work that takes place 
inside the SCR, and how amazing 
it is that there is a place anyone 
can go into, not only to buy things 
for themselves or loved ones and 
support the charity, but also for 
somewhere with caring staff who 
will listen to you and provide 
support if you need it. It truly is a 
gem tucked down a side street!
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How to sponsor Shropshire Cat Rescue
Sponsor a Cat - £12 a year

Sponsor the Rabbits and Guinea Pigs - £15 a year

Sponsor the Nursery - £25 a year

Pickle moved into the Retirement Village in 2016 at 
the age of 10. She is tabby and white.

There are seven hutches and a large enclosure for the 
rabbits and guinea pigs.  The rabbits are neutered and 
vaccinated.  Some are rehomed whilst others are cared 
for at the Shelter.

The Nursery was built in 2011 from a grant by Support 
Adoption for Pets. There are seven pens for pregnant 
and nursing females and two incubators for orphans.

Titch is an elderly stray who came to live in the 
Retirement Village in February 2013. She is black and 
white and blind, but she still enjoys a good life.

Annwyn is a 12 month old tortoiseshell and white 
female. She now lives at the Shelter and has put 
herself in charge of vermin control.

Mandy moved into the Retirement Village in October 
2014. She is a blue Chinchilla Persian with lots of 
character.
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How to sponsor Shropshire Cat Rescue

Sponsor the Moggies Retirement Village - £50 a year

Sponsor the Shelter - £100 a year

The Moggies Retirement Village was built in 2010 and is 
currently home to over 25 elderly cats. 

The Shelter was built in 1999 and has continued 
to grow. We have 13 free ranger cats, 25 cats in the 
Retirement Village plus up to 122 cats and kittens 
waiting for homes. 

Your sponsorship or your gift

Pickle

£12
Your sponsorship begins on 
the first of the month following 
receipt of payment and lasts for 
12 months.  

You will receive a Sponsorship 
Certificate, plus an information 
sheet about your chosen 
sponsorship package, one or 
more photographs and an annual 
update to keep you in touch.

Mandy

Titch

Annwyn

Rabbits and guinea 
pigs £15

The Nursery £25

The Moggies 
Retirement Village £50

The Shelter £100
In addition to the above you will 
also receive 4 editions of The Cat’s 
Whiskers Magazine

TOTAL PAYABLE £

Please return the form and a cheque, made payable to Shropshire Cat Rescue, to Shropshire Cat 
Rescue, Windy Ridge, Lyth Hill Road, Bayston Hill, Shrewsbury, SY3 0AU.
More information about our sponsorship packages can be found online at
www.shropshirecatrescue.org.uk 
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How to sponsor Shropshire Cat Rescue
Your details

Title: Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms/Dr Address:

First Name(s):

Surname:

Tel:

Mobile:

Email: Postcode:

Is this a Gift?
If you are purchasing a sponsorship package as a gift, please provide the recipient’s 
details below. Your gift will be sent directly to them with a gift card bearing your 
name. To ensure your gift arrives on time, please order your gift package at 
least 2 weeks before the special day. 

Date gift should arrive: Occasion: 
Birthday/Anniversary/Christmas

Who is gift from (to appear on card): Other occasion:

Name of recipient: Address:

Tel:

Mobile:

Email: Postcode:

- boost your donation by 25p of Gift Aid for every £1 you donate!

I am a UK Taxpayer and would like to Gift Aid the cost of my sponsorship package. 

I understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax in the current tax 
year than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations it is my responsibility 
to pay any difference.

Please tick

Gift Aid is reclaimed by the Shropshire Cat Rescue from the tax you pay for the current tax year. Your address is needed 
to identify you as a current UK taxpayer.



The Cat’s Whiskers Autumn 2017 22 Shropshire Cat Rescue

Shropshire Cat Rescue 2018 
Calendar and Christmas Cards are 
on sale now.
Calendars are priced at £5 and 
include a sturdy envelope. There are 
2 new designs to complement the 
Shropshire Cat Rescue Christmas 
Card range.  The new designs are 
priced at £3 for a pack of 10.  
You can buy the calendar and cards 
from:
Shropshire Cat Rescue Shelter, Windy 
Ridge, Lyth Hill Road, Shrewsbury, 
SY3 0AU

Alternatively, you can order the 
calendar directly from Anji Smith at 
shropshirecatrescuephotos@yahoo.co.uk 
Postage will cost £1.30 
(1st class large letter).

Christmas is coming…

Waitrose Community Matters

Waitrose Community Matters is a 
scheme where Waitrose customers 
can choose which local charities the 
company supports.
By placing a token in the Community 
Matters box at your local branch 
you’re helping your community. 
Since its launch in 2008, the scheme 

has donated £14 million to local 
charities chosen by you.
Many thanks to Becky Richardson 
of Waitrose, Shrewsbury who came 
into the SCR shop to present us 
with a cheque for £220 which was 
raised from their April 2017 green 
token drop.  Trustee Margaret Lloyd 
accepted the cheque on behalf 
of SCR. Thanks also to the many 
Waitrose customers who supported 
us.
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Win!
Win a £10 voucher 
from Nixons
Pet Food

Nixons Pet Food is a family-run business located in Harlescott Lane, 
Shrewsbury and sells a variety of pet and animal feeds and treats. Their 
website is at www.petfoodshropshire.co.uk

Question 3: What was the weather like for the Cat’s Whiskers launch 
event in June?
See Page 12 for details on how to enter this competition.

Summer 2017 edition’s winners
Thank you for all your entries to the summer edition competitions. The West 
Midlands Safari Park tickets were won by Liz Evans, who correctly answered that 
the bag was orange. The Pet Portrait by Doug Bayliss was won by Ann Rowley, 
and the cover cat was called Pickle. The Pets At Home Voucher winner was 
Rachel Sadler, who correctly answered that the PURR project had raised 
£481,125. Thanks for your entries, and if you didn’t win, better luck next time!

A big thank you to the Trustees and Volunteers who took part in the 
walk, run, ride event organised by Shropshire Charity Events on 22nd 
July.  They raised over £1100 for Shropshire Cat Rescue.

Pictured left to right Margaret Lloyd, Susan Marine, Daphne Owen, Cressida 
Page, Peter Kampler, Dianne Beaumont and Julie Kampler.

Shropshire Charity Events is a 
team of amateur fundraisers from 

across Shropshire.  They come 
together once a year to organise 
a multi-event charity fundraiser. 
with the aim of bringing loads 

of people together in one day to 
do great things.  All registration 
fees will go to ‘Living Well With 
Dementia’ which was this year’s 

‘House Charity’.

Team Shropshire Cat Rescue
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HEALTH MATTERS - Hyperthyroidism
Advice from Rebecca Bennett, Quarry Vets, Shrewsbury.
The Retirement Village is a fantastic 
facility where the old cats can 
live out their days in peace. As a 
veterinary surgeon, I carry out a 
weekly visit to the Shelter for both 
routine vaccinations and also to deal 
with any health problems that arise. 
A large part of my work is with the 
Retirement Village cats.
A lot of older cats get frail and thin 
and it is often said ‘They are just old’. 
Whilst this can be true, there are 
also a lot of health problems in older 
cats that can cause weight loss, that 
are treatable. This series of articles 
over the next four editions will cover 
four of the main problems we see: 
hyperthyroidism, dental disease, 
kidney failure and arthritis. 
Hyperthyroidism is common in older 
cats, and is one of the most treatable 
conditions in old cats that we see as 
vets. The thyroid gland is in the neck 
area; it produces a hormone that 
controls your metabolic rate, which 
is how fast your body burns up its 
energy. Commonly in older cats 
the gland becomes overactive, and 
produces too much hormone. This 
basically says to the body “Go faster!” 
A hyperthyroid cat therefore burns 
up energy too quickly. They are 
usually ravenously hungry despite 
losing weight, they often become 
hyperactive, grumpy and short 
tempered.  It also puts a lot of strain 
on the heart, leading to heart failure, 
and on the kidneys and liver.

The condition is easily diagnosed 
by a simple blood test at your vets. 
If found to be hyperthyroid, there 
are a number of treatment options. 
The gold standard of treatment is 
radioactive iodine, but this is only 
done at specialist centres. More 
common is either tablet or liquid 
treatment, or surgery to remove 
the overactive gland. The option 
of tablets or liquid means that 
treatment is lifelong, and a lot of 
cats often do not like being given 
medication – it can be stressful 
for both cat and owner! Surgical 
removal of the gland is becoming 
more popular, and we carry out this 
operation regularly at Quarry Vets. 
With the Retirement Village cats, we 
stabilise them on tablet treatment 
initially, then when they are healthy 
enough for the anaesthetic we 
perform surgery to solve the 
problem longer term. 
If you think your old cat is getting 
thinner but with a good appetite, 
is very lively, has a very fast heart... 
they may not just be old, but may 
be hyperthyroid and would benefit 
from a health check at your vets. 

Rebecca Bennett graduated from the University of 
Edinburgh in 1999, and has worked at Quarry Vets, 
Shrewsbury since 2008. She enjoys all aspects of 
her job, but in particular enjoys working with cats. 
Quarry Vets can be contacted at www.quarryvets-
shrewsbury.co.uk or telephone 01743 362556.



The Cat’s Whiskers Autumn 201725Shropshire Cat Rescue

The Cat that got 
let out of the bag… 
continued
By Paul Lawton, regular SCR shop 
customer

Well you’ll never believe what’s 
been happening to me since we 
last spoke. There I was, feeling 
all neglected in a charity bin bag 
wondering what on earth would 
happen to me. In the end, I never 
even ended up in the charity shop 
like I was supposed to – I was given 
away to an old lady, to keep her 
company. She’s called me Toby, don’t 
ask me why, and I don’t think she 
knows either. But talk about being 
looked after... I was immediately put 
in pride of place on the table – well 
where else are cats supposed to sit, 
you may ask. I even get cuddled! It’s 
all a far meow from propping doors 
open, which is what my previous life 
was all about.

There is a downside though – I have 
to listen to all these old stories about 
how things used to be in the past, 
as if anyone is interested in that kind 
of thing. Some things are just a bit 
interesting though. The old lady 
used to run a post office and she was 
saying that once upon a time there 
weren’t e-mails or text messages 
or anything like that. She said most 
people didn’t even have a landline 
to the house. They used to keep in 
touch with something called letters 
where you had to write words out on 
paper!
But you would not believe the 
number of deliveries they had. If 
you lived in a city, you could get up 
to FOUR a day. When the old lady 
was a little girl it was quite normal 
to post a letter in the morning and 
get a reply that same evening. The 
last delivery – they called it the ‘last 
post’ - could be as late as 9.30 at 
night, would you believe?  She said 
the trouble is nowadays all she ever 
gets is junk mail. Do you know that 
each year, 100 million trees are used 
to produce junk mail? That’s an awful 
lot of trees for us cats to climb, and 
get stuck in. Oh well, time to get 
back on the table – more old tales 
next time I expect.  
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The Big PURR Project
The Big Plan for Ultimate Rescue 
Relocation (PURR) project aims to 
raise £2 million to create an exciting 
new centre near Shrewsbury to 
encourage education, community 
activities, leisure, tourism and 
animal welfare, to benefit the whole 
community.
Shropshire Cat Rescue has outgrown 
the current Shelter at Bayston Hill. 
There is no more room for expansion 
and we desperately want to support 
more cats and kittens to find their 
forever homes. Over the next year, 
the magazine will focus on key 
aspects of this ambitious project. In 
this edition, we feature the hospital 
and quarantine facilities. 
The hospital and quarantine facilities 
are an essential part of the project. 
The needs of the animals and the 
safety of the volunteers and public 
are a priority. The hospital will 
provide on-site facilities for visiting 
vets rather than cats and kittens 
being distressed if they need to be 
moved for treatment. The hospital 
and isolation/quarantine facilities 
will allow the easy movement of 
sick and recovering animals. All 
reasonable precautions must be 
taken to prevent and control the 

spread of infectious or contagious 
disease among animals.
Any outbreak of infectious 
disease, such as cat flu, should 
be immediately treated, the cat 
isolated and then the outbreak 
should be investigated to prevent 
further spread and determine what 
precautions can be taken to reduce 
future outbreaks. Early detection, 
immediate isolation and thorough 
cleaning are the key elements in 
disease control.
The hospital will also be used for the 
care of cats that are recovering from 
operations and need “cage rest”.  The 
hospital will be split into sections: 
critical care, aftercare and infectious 
care. Aftercare will be close to the 
proposed rehabilitation unit to 
enable daily exercise.
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How to donate to the Big PURR Project
ONLINE at www.shropshirecatrescue.org.uk
Click the link to the Big PURR Project Virgin Money Giving page to donate or 
to start your own fundraising campaign to support us.
TEXT “PURR15” to 70070 to donate £3.
CHEQUE
Made payable to Shropshire Cat Rescue (please write PURR on the back).
MONTHLY STANDING ORDER OR DIRECT DEBIT
Email info@shropshirecatrescue.org.uk or telephone 01743 872857 and 
ask how to make regular donations.
LEGACY
Email info@shropshirecatrescue.org.uk and ask for a legacy information 
pack.

Any cat that enters the Shelter 
must be quarantined on arrival 
and will remain there for a 
minimum of two weeks. The time 
in quarantine gives an opportunity 
to assess the cat for any clinical 
or behavioural problems. This will 
help in rehoming and/or mixing 
appropriate animals together. It is 
vital to have a dedicated quarantine 
area to ensure there is no contact 
between animals in quarantine 
or between quarantined animals 
and those ready for adoption. All 
cats are examined by a vet or an 

experienced member of staff within 
24 hours of their arrival at the 
Shelter, or sooner if there is any sign 
of injury or disease. The information 
gathered at arrival and during 
quarantine is recorded and follows 
the cat through his or her time at the 
Shelter.
The detailed planning for all aspects 
the Big PURR project is continuing as 
the Charity aims to reach the £2m to 
fund this ambitious plan.

2018 is the 20th anniversary of Shropshire 
Cat Rescue becoming a registered charity. 
To celebrate, the charity is launching the 
Twenty 20 campaign. The campaign aims 
to raise money for the Big PURR Project. 
Look out for more information about the 
Twenty 20 events being held in 2018 in 
future editions of the magazine.

New in 2018…



Advertise your business in the relaunched

The Cat’s Whiskers
Published quarterly – March, June, September and December

In June 2017 Shropshire Cat Rescue relaunched its quarterly magazine as a brand new, full-
colour glossy magazine. It is full of interesting and informative articles about cat care and 
the work the Shelter does.
With a quarterly distribution of 2000 copies, your advertisement can be seen in homes, pet 
shops, waiting rooms and more all around Shropshire. It is available online through our 
website and Facebook page, which has an audience of around 50,000 cat lovers.

Advertising space for sale
BUSINESSES – why not promote your goods and services to these cat lovers with an 
advertisement in this exciting new publication? The magazine is A5 (14.8x21cm) 
We are taking orders for all four editions with a special introductory offer of 4 editions 
for the price of 3.
Eighth of a page - £20 per edition - £60 for the year
Quarter of a page - £35 per edition - £105 for the year
Half Page - £55 per edition - £165 for the year
Full Page - £80 per edition - £240 for the year

Prestigious Back Cover Position - £120 per edition - £360 for the year

Contact us NOW to be part of this exciting new magazine!
Telephone Daphne Owen on 07980 808662

Email: info@shropshirecatrescue.org.uk
www.shropshirecatrescue.org.uk
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Patron Virginia McKenna Meets Marion 
and Team

Our Media Officer Anne 
Wignall, who is also a 
Trustee, tells us about 
the recent visit to 
Shropshire by Virginia 
McKenna, a pioneering 
wildlife campaigner, 
founder of the Born 
Free Foundation and 
one of our patrons.
Actress Virginia 
McKenna, who is 
Patron of Shropshire 
Cat Rescue, met Marion 
and shelter volunteers 
on a recent visit to 
Shropshire. Virginia 
made her name in the 
iconic film Born Free, 
the true story of Elsa 
the lioness, who was 
returned to the wild 
in Kenya. The film was 
one of the things that 
set Virginia on a new 
course as she went on 
to become a passionate 
wildlife campaigner 
and author, founding 
the animal welfare 
charity the Born Free 
Foundation with 
her late husband Bill 
Travers. Her son, Will 
Travers, is now the 
President of the charity 
and Virginia is still an 
active Ambassador at 
the age of 86.
Anne Wignall is a 

Board member of the 
Born Free Foundation, 
and had invited 
Virginia to officially 
open the new library 
in Ellesmere, which 
had been rescued 
from the threat of 
closure. Following the 
opening, a fundraising 
dinner was held at the 
Boathouse, Ellesmere, 
to which SCR and half 
a dozen local wildlife 
organisations had been 
invited to set up display 
stalls. Virginia spent 
some time chatting 
with SCR volunteers 
before talking over 
dinner with Marion and 
SCR Trustee Dianne 
Beaumont.
After dinner, Virginia 
was interviewed by 
BBC Radio Shropshire 
presenter Vicki Archer, 
and Marion recorded a 
piece about the shelter 
for Vicki’s afternoon 
show. 

Speaking about the 
dangers facing wildlife, 
Virginia said: “Not 
only are these animals 
individuals, but they 
are an intrinsic part of 
the balance of nature. 
We lose them and their 
environment at our 
peril.”
Afterwards, Marion 
said that she was 
totally inspired by 
Virginia’s story and the 
energy and passion 
that she brings to her 
work. She felt even 
more determined to 
continue working hard 
to develop the role of 
SCR.
With ties strengthened 
between the two of 
them, Virginia will 
continue to show great 
interest in the progress 
of SCR.

Photograph by Anne Wignall
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“I’ll have the pilchards please (in tomato sauce)”
By Joanne Marsden

There are no signs at Milebrook 
House Hotel, Knighton, saying it is 
a “Cat Hotel”, but somehow it has 
managed to attract a lot of stray cats 
over the past thirty years. The hotel 
cat, Noodles, was a stray who turned 
up in the garden with kittens in tow, 
and it was only after her second 
litter of kittens that we managed to 
catch her, and then after having had 
her spayed, decided to keep her. 
Now, eleven years later, she runs the 
household as cats do. 
One wintery afternoon earlier this 
year, my husband Rodney called 
out “Beryl, come quickly, you really 
must look at this.” There was Mum, 
a beautiful black cat with dazzling 
green eyes, together with five 
kittens, two fluffy and black, (one 
of which promptly disappeared), 
two tortoiseshell, and one short 
haired black, all about eight weeks 
old, watching the bird table from 
the terrace. What to do? Luckily, we 
received lots of helpful advice and 
were quickly able to trap two of the 
kittens who we managed to rehome.
Noodles always left the house by 
the front door, refusing to use the 
back-door cat-flap, hated these 
unwanted visitors, and when two 
tom cats turned up, refused to 
go out altogether, sitting in the 
window twitching her tail at them 
in frustration. Perhaps sensing that 
we were anxious to catch them, 
Mum and her two remaining kittens 
then disappeared for a few days, 
but luckily upon their return, we 
managed to trap one other kitten, 
leaving Mum plus one at large.
In need of further advice, we 
turned to @ShropsCatRescue on 
Twitter, who advised contacting 

Marion Micklewright at SCR who 
provided the advice about feral 

cats and kindly offered the loan of 
two cat traps. After unsuccessfully 
trying various delicacies as bait, 
the local vet suggested pilchards 
in tomato sauce, which eventually 
tempted the kitten, with Mum in 
turn succumbing to this irresistible 
offering.
Upon returning to the vet to have 
both cats spayed, we discovered that 
Mum was pregnant. While we could 
find a new home for her kitten, Mum 
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Shropshire Cat Rescue Shop

The shop is located on 
Roushill Bank which is 
between Lloyds Bank 
and Café Nero at the 
bottom of Pride Hill. It 
is attractively laid out 
on two floors and sells 
a wide range of books, 
CDs, DVDs, clothing, bags, 
bric-a-brac, jewellery and 
vintage goods. There are 
some real bargains to be 
found within; why not 
come and look when you 
are in Shrewsbury?
Telephone: 07941 450379
Email: 
kimmason.scr@gmail.com

Shropshire Cat
Rescue Shop
3 Roushill Bank,
Shrewsbury,  SY1 1PN

Monday to Saturday 
10:00am to 5:00pm.  
Closed on Sunday

was by now too wild and nervous 
to be placed for adoption and so 
returned, temporarily, with us to the 
hotel. 
Unable to settle down, Mum 
nevertheless now comes to visit us 
regularly, knowing that we’re happy 
to feed her, and would be only too 
happy to tame her if she would let 
us. Either way, no more kittens from 
her, or from any of the kittens that 
she had in her second litter. 
After this experience of “uninvited 
guests”, our advice is quite clear: 
don’t delay, but contact SCR or your 
local vet, either of whom will be only 
too pleased to help.
Noodles, by the way, is now quite 
content. She still doesn’t like Mum, 
who we renamed Pudding, but, 
regularly spoiled by the hotel guests, 
is living proof that a stray cat can 
land on its feet. All it needs is a little 
tender love and care.  

All photographs by Joanne Marsden

Rodney and Beryl Marsden operate the Milebrook 
House Hotel, Milebrook, Knighton, Powys, LD7 1LT. 
They can be contacted on 01547 528632 or email:
hotel@milebrookhouse.co.uk
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Dear Shelter Manager,
My cat is vaccinated but she 
has developed a runny eye and 
a discharge is coming from 
her nose; does this mean the 
vaccination didn’t work or has 
she just got a summer cold?
The cat flu virus constantly 
mutates and just like our human 
flu virus, the vaccine is developed 
to protect against the strain that 
is most virulent at the time of 
manufacture.  Your cat may have 
contracted a milder form of the 
cat flu virus and will hopefully 
fight off the effects just as we 
humans would. Alternatively, 
your cat may have an allergy to 
pollen – yes, cats can get hay 
fever too. Either way, if your cat 
does not improve within a week, 
or if you are concerned about 
the general health of your cat, 
then you really should make an 
appointment to see a vet.

Dear Shelter Manager,
My cat has recently started 
to gain a large amount of 
weight and is drinking a lot of 
water.  I thought that drinking 
an increased amount was an 
indication of kidney failure 
which resulted in the cat losing 
weight – any ideas?
You did not indicate whether 
you have changed your cat’s diet. 
Dry food fed ad hoc can result 
in weight gain and an increased 
thirst. However, if this is not the 
case I would suggest you weigh 
your cat and keep a diary of 
eating and drinking habits for a 
few weeks. Weigh your cat again 
and if it is continuing to gain 
weight you really must see a vet 
as this could be sign of diabetes. 
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Dear Shelter Manager,
How many cats is too many in a 
household?  I have five already, two 
males and three females and they 
all get on with no fighting though 
we do find that one or more of the 
bunch is having accidents. I would 
really love to introduce more.
Firstly, how many cats is dependent 
upon your finances, the size of 
your home and surrounding land, 
the existing cat population of your 
area and the current and future 
well-being of your existing cats. 
Secondly, although you make the 
point that your cats all get on, the 
fact that one or more is “having 

accidents” (and I presume that this 
means inappropriate urination 
around the home) would indicate 
very strongly that all is not well 
in your household. Inappropriate 
urination is an indication of stress 
and with five cats all competing 
for your love and affection and a 
sizable portion of territory it does 
sound like stress is very much there 
and I really wouldn’t recommend 
getting anymore cats. Try to find 
out which cat(s) are urinating; whilst 
stress is the most likely cause there 
are other more clinical reasons for 
inappropriate urination inside the 
home.

Dear Shelter Manager,
My neighbour is neglecting her 
cat who is on her third litter of 
kittens. She is always outside and 
most of the kittens have been born 
in neighbouring gardens, she is 
constantly hungry and spends most 
of her time in my garden. What can 
I do?
Neglect is a complicated definition 
and permitting your pet to breed 
is not illegal though it is very 
irresponsible. Also, just because the 
cat appears to be hungry doesn’t 
mean that it isn’t being fed – cats are 
great opportunists and very good 
at dramatic acting! I would suggest 
that you ask your neighbour in the 
nicest possible way if she is going 

to get her cat neutered and is she 
aware that there is financial help 
available in the form of neutering 
vouchers, available from Cat’s 
Protection or Shropshire Cat Rescue. 
You could offer to look into it for her 
and even offer to take the cat to and 
from the vets as transportation is 
often a reason, along with costs, for 
not making the vet appointment. 
You could also ask if she still wants 
to keep her cat as it has been 
spending time in your garden and if 
she is willing to give up the cat she 
could contact a rescue centre such 
as ourselves who would at the very 
least take the information and place 
the cat on their waiting list.

The Shelter Manager would love to hear your questions or queries.  

Email info@shropshirecatrescue.org.uk quoting Dear Shelter Manager in the subject line 
or write to Shelter Manager, Shropshire Cat Rescue, Windy Ridge, Lyth Hill Road, Bayston 
Hill, Shrewsbury, SY30AU. We will try to respond to as many queries as possible but may 
not answer all the questions we receive.
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Thank you, Shropshire Cat Rescue
By Sarah Lincoln, Forever Home for Minstrel, Shadow and Cracker

In July 2001, I contacted Shropshire 
Cat Rescue as I was hoping to adopt 
a kitten. In conversation, it was 
suggested that as my husband and 
I both worked, it would be prudent 
to rehome two, as the kittens would 
be company for one another. I didn’t 
need any persuading!
The brothers, Minstrel and Shadow 
at 12 weeks old were a delight from 
the very beginning and certainly 
filled a large gap left by the loss 
of my old rescue lurcher who had 
sadly died. At two years old Shadow 
disappeared and sadly was never 
found. I still had Minstrel and when 
he was five he was joined by another 
kitten, Cracker. Minstrel welcomed 
her and let her curl up by him and 
she in return would wash his face 
for him (whether he wanted her to 
or not!) They were firm friends and 
where there was one, the other was 
never far away.
Minstrel was my constant, 
unwavering companion, a 
wonderful, very special member 
of our family – a fantastic gentle 
affectionate cat who taught my 
daughter (born a year after him) how 
to love and care for animals. He was 
with me throughout all the good 
times, all the bad times including 
divorce and bereavement and all the 
times in between.
Recently, I had to make the heart-
breaking decision for him to be 
put to sleep at home at the age of 
16. His kidneys were failing and it 
was the right decision at that time 
for him. His loss is devastating, but 

we have been so lucky to have him 
with us all these years. I can’t really 
remember him not being with me 
and am feeling his absence very 
keenly. Our other cat, Cracker, is now 
approaching her 11th birthday, is 
also looking a bit lost as she’s never 
been on her own before.
I wanted to say thank you for 
everything you do, because without 
SCR way back then when you’d only 
been going a few years in 2001 I 
would never have met my wonderful 
cat and I would have missed out on 
something truly wonderful for all 
these years.
It is not the right time for us to 
consider rehoming another cat – 
I’m not sure Cracker would accept 
another cat anyway and I would not 
want to upset her as she is also very 
special to us.
Thank you so much once again and 
very best wishes to you all.
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Cats Love Care Homes
By Cressida Page, Volunteer

During the last four years I have 
been part of the team visiting 
Residential/Nursing Homes, taking 
our carefully-selected lap cats for 
fuss and cuddles with the residents 
(and many of the staff as well!) On 
many occasions residents who are 
generally uncommunicative have 
interacted with the cats and gained 
pleasure from having a cat placed 
on their lap. The delight at just being 

able to stroke and have contact 
with them, which is often no longer 
possible in their every day life, is 
plain to see.
For the last eleven years my mother 
has suffered from dementia. I 
noticed she was becoming less 
confident and more dependent 
on others, and how much more 
relaxed and happy she was when 
looking after a cat at my house. 
Last  September Mum had to go 
into permanent residential care, and 
although safe, well and cared for I 
feel she often looks a bit “lost” and is 
anxious about what she should be 
doing and where she actually is.

I was pleased when we received 
a request to visit Holy Cross 
Residential Home with our lap cats 
as this is the home Mum is in. We 
received a warm welcome from the 
staff and headed to the Residents’ 
Lounge where the cat lovers were 
awaiting our arrival. Within minutes 
the residents were stroking the 
cats and the whole room seemed 
to come alive. You could feel the 
relaxed and happy atmosphere 
created by the presence of the cats.
The pleasure gained from the 
experience was plain to see on the 
residents’ faces. My Mum looked 
so happy and had such an air of 
confidence and contentment about 
her, it was a shame the visit had to 
end. We often say we don’t know 
who gains the most from our visits 
to the Care Homes: the residents, the 
cats who simply love all the cuddles 
and attention, or us, who get such 
great pleasure in witnessing the 
happiness it brings to the residents. 
I think it just proves the Magic of Cat 
Therapy!         
Cressida Page has been a Shropshire Cat 
Rescue Shelter Volunteer since 2008. She has 
a special interest in the older cats who live 
in the Retirement Village. Cressida regularly 
visits residential/nursing homes to work 
with elderly people knowing the importance 
of animals in people’s lives and how much 
they miss their companionship when they 
become separated. 

Volunteer Daphne Owen and Astra with Holy Cross 
House Manager Amanda Hand.

Volunteer Cressida Page with mum Edwina at Holy 
Cross House.
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How you can help us
Not everyone can adopt a cat but there are lots of ways you can support the 
work we do at the Shelter.
You can find out about our sponsorship packages on pages 19 and 
20, visit us online at www.shropshirecatrescue.org.uk or contact 
Marion Micklewright at the Shelter on 01743 872857.

Donate any sum of money at our Virgin money 
giving page.

To buy a unique range Shropshire Cat Rescue 
merchandise from our eBay shop.

Visit our page and donate goods from our 
wishlist.

Giveacar is a not-for-profit social enterprise that 
can turn your old car into cash for UK charity.

By Cheque, payable to Shropshire Cat Rescue and 
sent to Windy Ridge, Lyth Hill Road, Bayston Hill, 
Shrewsbury, SY3 0AU.

The Cat’s Whiskers Magazine

Leaving a Legacy  

The quarterly magazine can be sent to you by post for a minimum donation 
of £5 for 4 editions.  This covers the cost of postage and packaging.  You 
can subscribe online at www.shropshirecatrescue.org.uk or contact Marion 
Micklewright at the Shelter on 01743 872857.

Text SCRT75 to
70070 to donate £3 
to the Shelter

Text PURR15
to 70070 to donate 
£3 to The Big PURR 
Project.

If you would like to remember Shropshire Cat Rescue, please write us into 
your will and register it with your solicitor; that way you can rest assured that 
you are going to make a real difference to the lives of many cats. Ask your 
solicitor to record our charity name (Shropshire Cat Rescue) and number 
(No. 1071884) or contact the Shelter if more information if required.
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Who’s Who at Shropshire Cat Rescue

Who’s Who at the magazine

Shropshire Cat Rescue is a Registered Charity (number 1071884). The charity was 
established in 1998 and is proud to have Virginia McKenna and Jim Hawkins as 
Patrons.
You can contact the Shelter on 01743 872857 and the Shropshire Cat Rescue 
Shop (3 Roushill Bank, Shrewsbury) on 07941 450379. You can write to the Shelter 
Manager, Shropshire Cat Rescue, Windy Ridge, Lyth Hill Road, Bayston Road, 
Shrewsbury, SY3 0AU or email info@shropshirecatrescue.org.uk

Magazine Editor ............................................................. David Bates: waltonbarns@zen.co.uk
Magazine Advertising .............................. Daphne Owen: daphne.owen@btconnect.com
Magazine Associate Editor ............................................Alice Leiper: aliceleiper@gmail.com
Magazine Co-ordinator ................................. Susan Marine: susanmarine000@gmail.com
Magazine Distribution Officer ....................................................................... Karen Wainwright
Magazine Subscription............................................................................... Marion Micklewright
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Acting Shop Managers  ..................................................................Kim Mason and Laura Tarrel
Assistant Shelter Manager ............................................................................................. John Coles
Care Home Visits Co-ordinator ..............................................................................Daphne Owen 
Duke of Edinburgh Officer ....................................................................................Tracy Frampton
Facebook ..............................................................................................................................Pat Piggott
Fundraising ...........................................................................................................................Gill Bowler
Gift Aid Officer ....................................................................................................................Marg Lloyd
Media Officer.................................................................................................................. Anne Wignall
Office Manager .................................................................................................................Chris Walker
Outreach .......................................................................................................................... Julie Kampler
PURR Finance Officer............................................................................................Suzanne Dolphin
Shelter Manager ............................................................................................ Marion Micklewright 
Shop Liaison Officer .........................................................................................................Marg Lloyd
Sponsorship .................................................................................................... Marion Micklewright 
Twitter ..........................Susan Marine @bigPURRproject, Marg Lloyd @ShropsCatRescue
Website Design  .................................................................................................................Jem Turner

Chairman .......................................................................................................... Marion Micklewright 
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